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MATTHEW 5— xiv — Latter part of the Verfe. 

A CjTV that JS set on an H/LLi CANNOT BE HID^ 

J. HE divine author of our holy re- 
ligion addressing his immediate disciples, suggested 
to them the distinguished ^art they should be called 
to aft in erefliipg his kingdom of righteousness and 
truth in the world. 

He well knew that many would estimate the 
charafter and worth of his religion by its visible in- 
fluence on their conduft. If they imbibed its genu- 
ine spirit, and exhibited in their deportment a just 
specimen of its purity, they would recommend it to 
the consciences of men. But fliould they, on the 
contrary, praftically disregard its dodlrines and pre- 
cepts, they would incur the suspicion of propagat- 
ing a cunningly devised fable for selfish purposes, 
unfriendly to the general interest and happiness of 
mankind. 

That they might a£t their part with dignity and 
■fidelity, with honor to themselves, and advantage to 
$heir fellow men, it was necessary that their minds 

should 
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flbould be impressed with a deep sense of the irtf* 
portance of the work assigned them, and of their 
l%h responsibiiity. Their every word and aftio* 
would acquire new importance from their office, 
and would invite the critical attention of friends and 
foes. The former would be likely to defend and, 
imitate even their foibles," and the latter to exagger- 
ate them into crimes of magn itude to the disadvan'* 
tage of them and their cause. It behoved them 
therefore to remember that all eyes were upon them, 
and riiat, to guard their own reputation, and 'pro. 
mote the best interest of manldnd, their whole con-. 
duQ: should be governed by wisdom and int^rity, 
A City- that "is set on an hill cannot be hid, 

The same observations are in a degree applicar 
ble to all men, who fill important office^ in the 
Commonwealth, 

Many will always form' their opinion of a govern, 
ment from what they know of the charaflrers of the 
men who administer it. They are better judges of 
the private charadters of men, with whom they are 
conversant, than they ar? of the constitutionality, 
propriety, or tendency of their political measures, 
"When a government is administered by men of ac- 
knowledged wisdom and reftitude, it will have thip 
confidence, attachment and support of good men. 
When it'is' administered by men, whose charadears 
are vile or contemptible, it will he abhorred or 
despised, i 

That rulers therefore may in the best > manner 
answer the end of their elevation, it is dfesiijable thjtt 
their privsLteas' well their official condi^^ jhoiil^ 

command 



Comihand the-fespeQ: of every beholder. % dor 
this, bf iiliancy of talents is by no means the mosti 
essential requisite. It is fer from being necessary, 
for instance, that every member of a. deliberative as- 
sembly should be qualified to shine as a public speaks 
cr. A sotmd judgment, and a general knowledge 
of the public interest, are necessary to the discharge 
of the duties of their places with reputation to them- 
selves, and advantage to the community ; but these 
endowments and qualifications for usefulness will 
not ensure them the respedt and confidence of an 
enlightened and free people, unless they are reputed 
men of virtue. The greater their abilities and 
knowledge are, if-they are believed to he destitute 
of moral principle, the more they will be objed:s of 
fear and distrust. The servile and corrupt wiH 
seek their favor, and expeO: to gain it by their rea- 
diness to co-operate in the execution of base de*. 
signs ; but good men, alarmed and ^discouraged^ 
•will retireinto "the* shade, accounting in such a state 
of ^hin^ a private station the most honorable post^ 
It is obviotisly, then, pf great importance that men 
in places of public trust, authority and honor, should 
be not only truly virtuous, but unsuspefted. It is 
"conceived to be more necessary in a free, than in a 
despotic government. . In the latter, force is the in- 
strument that is principally relied on to preserve 
the public tranquility ; but in the former, much fe 
to be doneify instruftion, persuasion and example. 
The infltfence df these will be "felt by the well-dis- 
posed, wife will be gently drawn into a combina- 
tion in favor' of the ofder and happiness of-sbciety, 

"which 
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^hich.Nvill, extend its benign influence tvtt others 
less informed and less virtuous. In a design so laud* 
able and patriotic, it. may be reasonably expeflted 
that virtuous rulers will lead the way. The happi-* 
ness of society is an objea, which they will always 
keep in view. And it is believed that in many cases 
their example will contribute not less efficaciously 
than their statutes to the real respedlability and per- 
manent prosperity of the State. 

It has pleased God in his gracious providence to 
grant us the singular privilege of deliberately fram- 
ing, and freely adopting, constitutions of govern* 
ment, for the express purpose of securing our free- 
dom, and promoting our welfare. Their impor'' 
tance and excellence are, and ought to be, gratefully 
acknowledged. But, if the .real freedom of a coun- 
try depends as much on the charader and habits of 
the people as on a written constitution, our civil 
fathers -will give us leave to solicit the weight of their 
example, authority and influence in opposition to 
the mistaken notions and vice^ which threaten our 
Kberty, and in favor of the principles and virtues, 
which are indispensable to our freedom and happi* 
ness. 

It is not thought necessary to attempt on this oc- 
casion a formal proof of the power of example. It 
has been seen and felt and ack-nowledged in every 
age. It is equally obvious that the example of men 
in places of authority and honor is more influential, 
and more likely to be imitated than that of persons 
in the lower walks of life, especially in an ekfliive 
free republic^ where there are no hereditary distinc- 
tions 
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tions of rank to prevent a free intercourse betweeii 
the people and their rulers. Their elevation renders 
them conspicuous, like a city on a hill, and naturally 
attradts the public attention. Besides there is a gen- 
eral disposition in people to imitate the condud of 
their superiors : And, unfortunately, they learn 
more easily to imitate their Vices than their virtues. 
For this reason men, who are cloathed with power, 
or raised by their. wealth above their neighbors, ought 
to feel thernselves in a degree responsible for the be- 
haviour of those around them. The happy tendency 
of good exaniple deserves to be seriously considered 
by every virtuous ruler, and every real friend of his 
country. Blessed be God, we have had a WASH* 
INGTONj whose unrivalled fame may silence the 
fuggestions of a false shame, and dissipate the fears 
of timid virtue, which dreads the charge of singulari* 
ty in goodness. 

Good example zQis with the greater eifeft, because 
it reproves without upbraiding, and teaches us to 
corteft our faults without giving us the mortifica^ 
don of knowing that any but ourselves, have ever 
observed them. We feel the force of counsel of 
persuasion much more sensibly, when we see that 
one does what he advises or requires us to do. But 
the beft counsel from one, who obeys not his own 
precepts, nor practices upon the principles of his 
own advice, will generally be little regarded. We 
do not believe a man to be in earnefl, who advises 
one thing, and does the contrary. 

To resist the progress of irreligion, injustice, lux- 
ury, selfishness, and an impatience of legal restraint, 

B is 



is a duty imposed by patriotism. And I hope my 
much respefted hearers feel their obligation to rec- 
ommend by their own example piety, justice, econ- 
omy, public spirit, an attachment toour constitutions, 
and a cheerful submission to the laws, as essential tp 
our political happiness. The influence of their ex- 
ample is the more necessary at the present day, be- 
cause an attachment to old opinions and old cus- 
toms, which once exercised an almost boundless 
sway over the human mind, has lost great part of 
its power, and has given place to a passion for inno- 
vation, which rejefts whatever is old fashioned with 
as little reason and as Uttle examination as prejudice 
formerly retained rt. This passion indulged would 
prostrate the religious, moral and political princi- 
ples, which are the bulwarks of our freedom. 

It has been thought by many, and still is by some, 
that government is the only foe to liberty ; that the 
people of any or every country might at once be- 
come free and happy, if such a spirit of opposition 
to their oppressors could be excited as would enable 
them to cast off their old- chains. But experience 
is corre£i;ing this error. 

When we cast off the British yoke, we general- 
ly apprehended the greatest danger to our liberties 
from the power which must be delegated to our rul- 
ers. Accordihgly, our principal guards were placed 
on that side. Power was granted with great caution^ 
Barriers were erefted against its abuse. Its dura- 
tion was made short. Its exercise has been watch-' 
ed with, the eyes of jealousy, and the right of cen-- 
sure exercised with great freedom. But is"there not> 

e(^uat 



equal or greater danger on the otBer side ? The 
constitution of this Commonwealth has not indeed 
left us unguarded against our vices; but the impor- 
tance of these guards has not in general been duly 
appreciated. We have been less afraid of our vices 
than of our rulers. 

The iove of liberty we inherit from our fathers ; 
it is so " interwoven with the ligaments of- our 
hearts," that there can be little doubt of our enjoy- 
ing it, and little danger of its being wrested from 
us so long as we are capable and worthy of it. But 
a capacity for enjoyipg it- depends on a sound and 
healthful state of the body pplitic. 

The more freedom we have, the more necessary 
is the aid of religious and moral principles to the 
maintenance of order and tranquility. When these 
are lost, or very much relaxed, severe restraints, 
which cannot always admit of those legal forms, 
that are essential to the security of liberty, become 
necessary ; yet the people may retain a love of liberty, 
or rather an impatience of restraint, as the senisual- 
|st retaiiis a passion for pleasure, after his constitu- 
tion is s6 piuch impaired by excess, that indulgence 
would be fatal to him. Liberty, like the pleasures 
of sense, must be enjoyed with temperance and 
moderation, lest degenerating into licentiousness it 
prove destrudive. There are none, it may be pre- 
sumed, who will openly avow that political liberty is, 
or ought to be, a license for every one to do what 
is right in his own eyes ; yet where the love of liber- 
ty is strong, and its nature not distindlly understood, 
there is too often a disposition to look with a;n in- 
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fulgent eye on , Ikeatip^isness, as only the extreme 
of a good thing, and therefore pardonable. Bui: the 
difference between them is greater than some imag- 
ine : They are indeed so different,, as to be, incoii^- 
patible in socie^ty, When one has^an excess of libejr- 
ty, he invades the rights of his neighbor, who is 
thereby depriyed of a portioned! the liberty whieh.a 
free constitution promises him. Liberty ict fhat 
case becomes exclusively th^ possession of the ^trqng, 
the unprincipled, the artful, who makes a prey qf 
the innocent, weak and unsuspicious. A state of 
things like this is a real despotism, and of the worst 
kind. It is a poor consolation to the plundered, 
abused sufferer to be told, that he must not com- 
plain ; for his oppressor is not an hereditary moii'^ 
arch, afting by a pretended divine right, but only a 
fellow citizen, a£l;ing in the name of " liberty and 
equality." 

He might answer, " If I must be deprived of my 
liberty or property at the will of another, let me have 
an hereditary master, who, secure in the possessipn 
of his power, will oppress according to. certain rules, 
which long usage has sanftioned, and long experi- 
ence has pr<)ved to be not incompatiljle Yith the ex- 
istence of the comjnunity. . But 4elivier me from the 
tyrant of a day, who knows no, bounds to his rapac- 
ity : Deliver me from anarchy, yhiGh rages like a 
fire that cannot be quenched. Establifhed despot- 
ism, dreadful as it is, is systematical, its vO^ra.tjons 
are in SQirie measure subjeds. of calculationj;- but 
anarchy, like the hurricane, spreads horror,^ and de- 
vastation, and seems to rejoice in its triumph °ver 

every 



C 13 .] 

every -tjtpng that wears the semblance of order or 
Utility." 

.To some, who do not. distinguish between social 
and personal freedom, it may still seem a paradox 
that restraint should be necessary to the being of lib- 
.erty. In -their view a free government and a weak 
government mean the same thing. But scarce any 
mathematical truth admits of a more conclusive denj- 
onstration than this, that laws wisely framed, im- 
partially interpreted, and faithfully executed, ar,e 
essential to the liberty of a- community. Liberty 
cannot be long enjoyed under a government that has 
not sufficient energy to be a terror to evil doers. 
The law is not made for therighteous,itisn6t mad,e 
to restrain the honest, peaceable, sober and industri- 
ous members of society, who are a law to themselves ; 
but it is made for the lawless aiid disobedient, mur- 
derers, men-stealers, liars, purjured persons, and 
others, who can be restrained only by the strong 
arm of power. That Ibve of liberty, therefore^ 
which prompts men to resist the laws, and to over- 
turn or weaken the gsvernment established for thp 
common good, is a spurious passion, which every 
well informed friend to real liberty will feel himself 
in duty bound to discountenance. It is not less nec- 
essary that we should understand and praSiseour 
duties, than that we should understand and assert 
our rights. The prevalence of sound virtue there- 
fore would afford the best security to our liberty. 
It is admitted, I believe, by all political writers, that 
morality is absolutely necessary to the happiness of 
a free State. And there is if I mistake not a grow- 
ing 



ingconviQjon in refleOimg minds that religion is the 
only sure support of morality. It is with peculiar 
pleasure, that we read in the valediftory address of 
the late illuftrious President of the United States, the 
following sentiments, which can never be too deep- 
ly impressed on our minds. " Of all the disposi- 
tions and habits, which lead to political prosperity, 
religion and morality are indispensable supports. 
In vain would that man claim the tribute of patri- 
otism who would labor to subvert these great pillars 
of human happiness, these firmest props of the du- 
ties of men and citizens. The mere politician, 
equally with the pious man, ought to respeft and 
cherish them. ' A volume could not trace all their 
conneftions with private and public felicity. Let it 
be simply asked, where is the security for property, 
for reputation, for life, if the sense of religious obli- 
gation desert the oaths, which are the instruments of 
investigation in courts of justice. And let us with 
caution indulge the supposition that morality can be 
matatained without religion. Whatever -may bfe 
conceded of the influence of refined education oft 
minds of peculiar structure, reason and experience 
both forbid us to expe£t that national morality can 
prevail in exclusioh of religious principles." 

The constitution of this Commonwealth recog- 
nizes the fame important principle, and expressly 
declares that the happiness of a people,' and the 
^ood order and preservation of civil government, 
.essentially depend upon piety, religion, . and mo- 
rality. It requires that any person chosen Gover- 
nor, Lieutenant-Governor j Counsellor, Senator, or. 

Reprefentative, 
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Representative,.an4 accepting the- trust, shall mak» 
a declaration that he belieyes the christian religion, 
Midhasa firm persuasion of its truth, Charity 
therefore forbids us to believe, without strong, 
evidence of the fa£l, that, any of them -will ever en- 
deavour to destroy the foundation of our happiness 
and best hopes, and thus incur the reproach .vphich 
justly belongs to the hypocrite. And the farne 
charity teaches us to indulge the pleasing expedar 
tion that our honored civil fathers will lend the 
influence of their example to support the institutions 
of Christianity, and to attrafl: a general attention' 
to " public instruSions in piety, religion, and mo- 
rality." The excellence of Christianity, and the 
good effefts of whiqh it may be produftive to socie- 
ty, mull be acknowledged by all who seriously 
and impartially consider the purity of its precepts^ 
the tendency of its dodrines, and the power of its 
motives. Yet no person, who is acquainted with 
the true genius of the gospel, will, be likely to sus- 
pe<3: that it is merely a poUtical institution, or that 
its highest objefl: is the preservation of civil order. 
Its great aim is to assimilate us to the moral image 
of our Maker, and to piake us happy in eternity. 
But fuch is the constitution of thjngs under the gov- 
ernment 6f our benevolent Creator, that the same 
teniper and condufl: which lead to happiness in 
another \^orld, have a tendency to make us happy 
in this. The spirit of genuine Christianity univer- 
sally, or even generally, imbibed, would meliorate 
the condition of mankind in a higher degree, than 
can ever Jbe expeflied from the wisest and best in- 

stitutioiii 



s^tibfts of a merely civil nature. Its chief tn€t^f 
is levelled at the heart ; its first aim is to purify 
the fbuhtain of human aftiotis, that the Btreara 
may be pure alfo. By its influence on privaJte 
chara^er it makes good rulers and good citizens, 
and disposes them to fulfil the obligations, that re- 
sult from the various relations, in which they re- 
spectively stand. It is the vigorous root, which sup- 
ports and nourishes all those virtues, that constitute 
the dignity of human nature, and the strength and 
glory of a state. 

The gospel of Jesus Christ has not prescribed 
any particular form of civil government to be adopt- 
ed By the nations of the world. And it is conceived 
that one very good reason may be given why it has 
not, which is, that the kind of government the 
moft suitable for one, rriight be the most improper 
for another. But as it forbids all injustice and op- 
pression, as it inculcates every personal, social, and 
divine virtue, and teaches us to respeft the rights of 
others, as well as to stand fast in our own liberty, 
it has certainly a friendly aspeft on the cause of 
freedom find of free governments. The nature of 
the religion of Christ, therefore, and its tendency 
io promote the happiness of society, and to make 
us meet for a heavenly inheritance, give it a just 
claim to our most cordial affedtion. And a recom- 
mendation of it by the example of our civil fathers 
will justfy entitle them to double honor. 

Justice is a virtue enjoined by every governmeM, 
human and divine : And, being reputable in all 
countries and in all ages, every man would" be 

thought 
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thought to praftise it, yet to enforcs the pradise af 
it, and to prevent injustice, may be considered as the 
chief end of" government. It cannot confer rewards 
on all its quiet and obedient subjefts. Its business 
is to proteQ: them against the violence and injustice 
of others, that they may enjoy the fruits of their in- 
dustry in security and peace. This being the end 
for which civil government was instituted, it is of 
vast importance that those, who administer it, should 
aft in strifl; conformity to the rules of justice, both 
in their public and their private capacities. With how 
much dignity does a ruler appear, when he can say 
with Job, " I put on righteousness, and it cloathed 
me : My judgment was as a robe and a diadem !** 
His charafter commands respefit, overawes the wick- 
ed, and makes him a terror to evil doers. It 
adds authority to his office, and enables him to an- 
swer the end of his elevation much more effectuallyj 
than it he were of a different charadter. Even good 
men may sometimes find it difficult to pay due tion- 
or and respedt to an office, when they must despise 
him who holds iti 

A scrupulous adhei'ence to the principles ofjusr 
tice is necessary to procure for a government that 
respeft and confidence, without which it cannot in 
the best manner efFefl: the design of its institution. 
When a government defrauds individuals, it may be 
naturally expefted that they will retaUate when they 
have opportunity : And they will do it with the less 
compundion or remorse, because it may seem the 
only practicable mode of obtaining redress. The 
government in this way contributes to the corrup- 
C tion 
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^n of the public ffiotals, and streiigtheii's a pefiii- 
cious opinion efiteftamed by too mahy;-.that there iff 
a real pppositioh between the interest of the govern- 
ment and that of the people. Injiistice-on the part 
of goverhiiient deprives it of its best support, the Con- 
fidence of good men. It provokes a spirit of hos- 
tility, which is followed by a series of bppressicttis and 
frauds, producing and reproducing each other, that 
too plainly indicate a disease in the body polffic,? 
which must terniinate in convulsion or dissolution. 

The constitution ofthis Commonwealth declafeis 
that "industry, temperance and frugality, are abso- 
lutely necessary to preservfe the advantages of liber- 
ty, and to maintain a free government." The same 
doftrineis maintained by the most judicious histo- 
rians, philosophers and politicians. Patridtismen- 
joins it therefore as a- duty upon all tnen in public 
stations to make, these virtues reputable by their ex- 
ample,- and to resist the progress of the opposite 
vices, luxury, extravagance and an' inordi!na|e love 
of pleasure, vdiich, a«s one justly observesj "ener- 
vate the sodl", make fools of the wise, and cowards 
of the brave.^' 

The i-apid" increase of wealffi. in otfr eouiitry for 
a number of years is a subjeft of congratulation 
among the friends of biir prosperity j but at thfe 
same tiriie it has excited some painful apprehensions. 
Its usual concomitant luxury bas kept pace with itv. 

Is there no reason to fear that our habits of pa- 
tient industry and ecphomy will be impaired, and 
that we shall feel little disposition to return tothe'tti,- 
whenthey fhall become as necessary, as theyTiafe' 

been- 



^een l!Ej.^y for^i^r period ? It cannot be ex|),e,Sed 
ti^it.oyr, GJ^'eiej; q£ prosperity jy^U hje perpetual. It 
ma}t loeet a severe andsjoddfa cbsck. In any ca,s& 
the demands dE luxury wxc^ease more rapidly than 
t^^ means of satisfying them. She is. one of the 
daughters of tlje horse-kech, which, says not, It is^ 
enough. ,l,uxijry ^d; extravagance have Jt certaiiv 
aiid dii;e6l| tendency t9, subie^ individuals to g^bar- 
rasfimenl??. which pe a dangerous snare to integrity, 
^d a,;frvHitful source of discontent and faction in th? 
$ita,^ ■ '^'bey h^^ a tencieniGy also to produce a 
speculating, ^.d-wentucou^ spirit, which cannot conr 
tribui^ta the general pfQiperity. Jt is in the n?i^ 
ture of things iiripossible that every man sJ^oul4 
i^a^ «L fortune by g^ines pf chaQCe ; but it is pos- 
^ibiethat many by indulging su.cli a spirit n^ay iur 
yQlvejdi^!;;iaelygs p(4. a multitude of innocent per- 
sons, with theni in want and wretchedness. 

Patient industry and economy ar-e the only cer- 
tedn sources of prikate and public prosperity, and 
they axe indispensable to the preservation of good 
morals. They inteEesjt men in the §itpport qf or- 
der, law ai^ government, wiliiaut whieh they have 
tua; security for t^e possession and enjoymeiit of the 
fruits of their own labors. While the speaker soli- 
cits the esampde of men ifl pufelie st-^ions. to recom- 
mend evaiy virtue that. bads to ppljtig^l prosperity, 
he does not presume to instru^ thegajn tkeir offi- 
cial duties. He would howiexer in this cpnnejfipji 
beg leave to e?§pi©ss a wish that, when money is to 
fee praei^-ei!^ fojj any useful pnrpose, reQPwae may- 
be 



bf had as seldom as possible to lotteries. They not 
only operate as a heavy tax upon the poorfer class of 
peojile ; but they beget fantastic hopes and expefta- 
tions, which cannot be realized, they foster a rage 
fbi- gaming which tends to the destrudbion of every 
virtuous and manly principle, and they undermine 
the basis of private and public prosperity. 

The importance of economy in the public expen- 
ditures cannot have escaped the notice of aiiy one. 
It begets a confidence ia the government, it en- 
courages the people to submit to heavy burdens 
when they are necessary, and it enables the State to 
meet the extraordinary demands, which providing 
for the public safety may at any time occasloni 
It saves the government from much embarrassment 
in case of war or iixvasion by means of its credit ; 
and prevents a temptation to have recourse to stlcli 
expedients as are at once dishonorable and ruinous; 
It is however a very different tl^ng from parsimony. 
It shrinks from no burden, which the independenccj 
liberty, safety and honor of the community impose. 
It does not estimate the value of these things by a 
pecuniary scale. It does not require men to devote 
their time' and talents to the public service without 
an adequate compensation. It does not withhold 
the encouragement that is necessary to' the progress 
of science, and the improvement of useful arts. 
Parsimony, on the contrary, produces many of the 
same evils as profusion. It begets no confidence. 
It regards not the worth of objefts, but inquires 
^ow much they will cost. It holds out a constant 
temptation to fraud. It not unfrequently defeats 

its 



it& own intentions, and by a solicitude to save trifles' 
incurs the necessity of making large sacrifices. 

A generous public spirit is indispensable to the 
happiness of a free people. 

When a mercenary, selfish disposition pervades 
a community, the love of country becomes a pre- 
tence ; a regard to the general welfare is professed 
for the purpose of deception, public employments 
are sought only as the means of accumulating wc l ; p. , 
and a wide door is open for the prattice of cor- le- 
tioDtj- which in process of time may becorrp so g-ne- 
ral, and be so well understood, that it shall cease 
to be offensive; When such is the charader of a 
people, their degradation is far advanced, and ruin 
by rapid strides is hastening on them. It is impor- 
tant, therefore that a generous regard to the public 
welfare be assiduously cultivated. In this, as in eve- 
ly other view, the spirit of Christianity is highly 
favorable to national respe£tability. This spirit im. 
bibed by a people disposes them to be just and be- 
nevolent, to do to others as they would have others 
■do to them, and to look not every man on his own 
things, but every man also on the things of others. 
It prevents their entertaining a mean wish that their 
-representatives should so far forget the dignity of 
their office, as to govern their public condud; by 
local attachments and interests, or to a£l the part of 
mere attorneys for their resped^ive distrifts, or to do 
in their public capacity, what a man of probity and 
honor would blush to do in private. 

The same spirit aftuating legislator^ gives a liberal 
complexion to their conduft. They feel and adt as 

guardians 
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ga;|pdian?r o£ thjs Cc»n;in;ionwealfhj^ .a,nd, inwtfjbly 
aim tofejustiG© to all^apd tpiprofli^ gqne^ 
welfare,. They dp not confine tljeir views. .l;o the 
short period of theif political e^^f nee j bat- cenff 
sjder the ten4^n?,5f.' ef-e^j^ry pubH^r nji^^uEC: Ijo pro- 
mote the-^teriS prosperity loffthfiirrconntjry. 

We-r# theQ€KERpi(?,piweaIth*,eoinpainy Qrp^rifcBieB* 
ship to big #§solf ^^;w^th; rfje gjFeseiitrleglslatisfe- bod^ 
after wHfih. eaeh; i^d^i^i4i^a.]rA&]^h^d:fxQ!^.e!V&^ 
otheT,. wejje to sjiift for himself, patriptijsin /wpiijil 
liot impose SHch di^tie!^ on our. rulers,, a^ it; no^-^ 
4oes> Jt woilid n-pt r.eq,uise thevpi to proje^ prrma-r 
tjlr^ plans for the benefit of ppfl^rity,. m^p^ qm^- pf 
this-r ge3|emtion> beyond, the p^ent year. ' They 
JBW^t afl: on the. sp^jiisn of the efieilre, 'I'.Let Vi$ 
mt. and drink j -for to-morrow we die." Agm 
evk\xxc) Gomme.ijcej.maHufa£tnr-es, pttblic, credit 5,an.<i 
ktstitutions for tte pcomoiibn of scienc?e, rfi%ioa 
smi morality,! WQwldi have no. cl^m-tQ theip support 
or patronagSi BiitaS; the^ social; eompa^, is g,#| 
formedftjr 3^.year-op an age, biftt to be of the ^axm 
dorati'on with, humanity itself,, the py.blic-spiritedrafl.jd 
virtuoms guardtjais of the Commonwealth wiU- eojjt 
■sah the interesib of iinbprn, generations^ In tH? 
lespefl: the wisdom, piety, 1 and patriotism of the fir.^ 
planters- of New-England -can pever be tpo much 
admired;, '^ita period^ whei. an in.yineibler forti- 
tuda w^mBflessaryto. suymounjt the d*ficnltie$' at- 
-tds^^- a new settfcreent ja^ a savage wildfefnie^ 
and when their dan^s and hardships; , might h%^ 
been th0fflgbtai,ST£ififeji;^taf>ology for applyiag all 
dieir resoih^S(to;tlhe pnrpDse:o| feeding, cleathing? 
M and ' 



tn'ti^diiktHfrtg themselves, they estabU^ed -scTtoels, 
^provided for the religious iflstruQiion of -the people, 
and bounded a college. Tbieir aim was not merely 
Hto^ebjde a ceuntry : their more noble -and sublime 
obje£l was to make it a seat of 'piety, virtue and 
-freedomi To their enlightened and patriotic 'ex- 
ertions, under -G-odj the pifesent-genferation is-ind^bt- 
edf&r many of its most-precious blessings, and this 
Commonwealth for the very f espeftafele rank dhre 
holds in the ^Siiion. Miy their example in this 
Y^pisift^e long imitated, and tiieir descendants prove 
themselves wv^rthy of such ancestors ^by cherishing 
sheir wise institutionsj and inquiring, as they did, 
^iato- the remote, as well -as iramediatgy influence <>f 
-pabHc measnres-en the character and.diappmess ef 
the community. Again, 

■An attachnaent to our eonstitutionsof -government 
in oppesitionto a spirit of irmovation, is necessary 
to dfe. permanency of our -pc^itical prosperity. -Any 
Wan, who will t-ttke the trouble to refleft, and-e^r^y 
man in a public station ought to refleft, becaufe he 
^lias-to Airik^or others as well as hrmfelf, will Hbe 
-eoHfvHiced that innovation ^asid, -reformation are not 
synonymous terms. 

■ lYbu will do the speaker the justice to believethat 
'■^e is' not iiie- advocate of unreasonable and" ground- 
lefe -prejudice 5 but he frankly confesses that" it ap- 
■^eats to him lefs dan'getous than a bliifd, imp^- 
iioti^ jjas^ioii for changing:. The *vils produced 
by the fotmet a!fe capable of teing estimated : the 
deleterious eonsequenteff' tjf the Mtter bid de- 
fiflttce to 'calculation. It Is justly remarked by a 

learned 
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learnedf British writer, • now in Axatngsi, that 
" human nature, wif h the various interests and con- 
nexions pf men in a state of society, is so complex 
a subjed, that nothing can be safely concluded 
a priori with respe£t to it. It is extremely hazardous, 
he adds, to introduce any material change into 
an established form of government. No hq- 
man sagacity can foresee what inconvenience might 
arise from it." If these obfervations are true, and 
their truth will hardly be controverted by any man 
of .refle<9tion, considerable changes should be the 
efFe£t of necessity only. Forms of government, 
and modes of administration, that have been found 
to answer the end of their institution, should not 
be hastily changed because some imperfe£i:ions are 
discoverable in their theory. When experience has 
shewn the necessity of alterations, and they can be 
made without hazard to public peace and order, 
let them be made. A prudent man will not set 
fire to his house, and thereby endanger the lives 
of his family, because fome parts are not so per- 
feftly convenient, or some of its proportions not fo 
agreeable to the eye, as they might be made in a 
new edifice. 

Even necessary alterations should not be pre- 
cipitated. It is not fufEcient that the necessity be 
perceived by a few men of fuperior discernment, 
skilled in the science of government. Let them 
wait till the coiiviSion becomes general : and a 
general convidion mull be the effeft of feeling, 
rather than the result of reasoning. If, previous 
to this, any material alteration be attempted, though 

it 

• Dr. Prieftley. See his leilures on hiftory, U&. i. 



k should Tae with good intentions, the example wIR 
have most of the bad Consequences of innovfitioh^ 
It will tend to loosen the bands of society, excite a 
political tempest, and give opportunity to some un- 
principledi ambitious, and as yet unknown adventur- 
er to mount the storm, and direO: its vengeance 
against our wisest aftd best riien, whose very wis- 
dom and goodness will in his view be crimes, which 
nothing but their blood can expiate; Our honored 
fathers will join with all good men in earnest prayers 
to the supreme Arbiter of nations; that the day may 
be far distant, when so sad a catastrophe shall be 
realized, when the people, after being made the in- 
struments of their own degradation, shall pass from 
the hands of one master to those of another, with 
as little ceremony, as if they were beasts of burden. 
And we feel a confidence that the legislature of 
Massachusetts will set an example of attachment to 
her own and the federal constitutions worthy of the 
imitation of other legislatures, as well as her own 
citizens^ Lastly, a cheerful submission to the laws 
is indispensable to our political happiness. 

In a government like ours the rulers can make 
ho law that does not afiefl: themselves equally with 
their constituents. This a^ords a high degree of 
security that all our laws will be didlated by a regard 
to the general good, and that ho restraint ^ill h& 
laid upon individuals^ which does not conduce in a 
greater degtee to the public happiness. Interest 
therefore as well as duty enjoins a prompt obedience. 

But as there are haany, and pethaps always will 
be, in a large community, who do not perceive that 

D they 
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^ey gain more by the restraints laid on others,'tna9 
they lose by those laid on themselves, it is of great 
hnportance that rulers set an example of cheerful 
obedience to the laws. If they do not, they will be 
suspeS:ed of having had improper views in ena&'ng 
iktm : And the laws will be hated or despised. It 
is justly required of the ministers of religion that 
they teach by example : It is not less necessary in a 
free State that rulers should govern in the same 
w^y. 

Their pefsonal exattipfes and influence may do 
more than their statutes to discountenance impiety 
and vice, to promote a religious observance of the 
Christian Sabbath; t® check the progress' of infideli- 
ty and Hcentiouisness, and to make us a virtuous and 
a happy people^ 

Abbresses of congratulation to the first and 
Second Magistrates in the Commonwealth have been 
usual on this anniversary. But it has pleased the 
all-wise Go©, whose counsels and ways are incbfti- 
prehensible by us, to remove both of them by death 
in the last political yea!r» 

Soon after its commencement we were called to 
mourn the loss of our amiable iand worthy Gover- 
nor SUMNER,* whose spirit of government, hap-, 
pily tempered with moderation, and guided by wis- 
dom and integrity, eminently qualified him for the 
exalted station, to which for several successive years 
he was invited by the general suffrages of his fellow- 
citizens. We had indulged the pleasing hope of 
long tranquility under his government j but his. 

death 

* He iled June 7, 1 799. • 



4cath afforded an affe^^ing illustration of the pr(>» 
priety of that scriptural admonition, *' Put not yoia: 
trust in princes,: nor in the son of man, in whom 
there is no help., His breath goeth forth, he re- 
iturneth to his earth j in that very 4ay his thought 
perish." 

By a recent strdke his Honor Lteittteaajit-GoYer- 
©or GILL is also numbered with the dead,* aftfr 
•having disduirged for m&tly a year the duties of the 
first Magistrate with zeal and fidelity, and aft-er hav- 
ing received the approbation of his constituents, 
•expressed by their almost unanimous re-eleftion of 
l)im to 6U the station, which he had holden for a 
number of years. 

It would have been peculiarly pleasing to see the 

•people of this large and respectable Commonwealth 

liappily united in the choice of a first Magistrate to 

f succeed his late Excellency Governor Sumner. 

But in a free eledive government it cannot be 

thought strange that the eyes of the people should be 

, turned towards different persons to fill so important 

an office. We indulge however the expectation 

that there will be a general and cordial acquiescence 

in the will of the majority ; as we doubt not a great 

part of the majority have full confidence, that the 

Character,! to whom the prevailing suffrqi^s 

have been given, ' vrill ably and feithfully discharge 

the duties of his office. 

Honored Fathers of the Council, Senate, and 
House of Representatives, 

Many of you have had repeated assurances of 
the confidence of your fgllow-citizens, who believe 

that 

* He died M»y ao, iSoo. t His Excellency Caleb Strong, Esq. 



Aat you love your country, and that youvvdU labor 
to promote its prosperity. 

They have a right to expe£t that you will aim in 
all your a^s and deliberations at the public welfere, 
and particularly that you will exert the powers, with 
■which you are constitutionally vested, to prcser^f(^ 
the union of the States, and to support the general 
government, whieh is indispMisable to our liberty 
and happiness. We ^re happy in the confidence 
that these just and reascuiable expe^ations of 
your constituents will not be disappomted. 

You have many motives to fidelity ; but none 
that ought so deeply to impress your minds as this, 
that you are accountable for all your condud to the 
King of kings, and Lord of lords, who stahdeth in 
the congregation of the mighty, and judgeth among 
the gods. Your public and private condixSt now 
will have an important influence on your fUture 
state. You will consider therefore, that, though 
you are rulers over men, you are God's servants, 
and his approbation is of more importance than all 
other interests. 

Thovgh ye are all called gods on earth, ye shall 
• die like men, 

Wha" painful demonstrations of this solemn, 
l^th have we had in the past year ! Alas ! WASH- 
INGTON) whom we loved, and delighted to honor, 
is no more. . The father of his country sleeps in 
dust. How long shall our tears continue to flow at 
the i:ecoIleQ;ion of his dear name ! But it is for our- 
selves, not for him we are to weep. Having finish- 
ed the work, which his Master in heaven had as- 
,'-.f-': signed 



^gned hkl, he has been called from the field of his 
labors to receive, as we trusty his reward, and to 
hear, " Well done, good and faithfiil servant, enter 
into the joy of thy Lord." 

Though removed from our world, his yirtues 
Kve in our remembrance. And may the affeftion 
we had for him in his life, and the sorrow we felt 
at his death, engage us to honor his memory by an 
iniitation of his pious and virtuous example ! By 
this may he long continue to bless his country ! 

Imagine, honored fathers, that ye hear him, 
""though dead, yet speaking to you. And is not his 
•language to this effeft ? " Remember that yoli are 
not elevated to your present places for your personal 
emolument, but for the good of your fellow mor- 
tals, whose happiness in life depends much on your 
condudt, 

*' Rejoice in the honor conferred on you by 
your fellow-citizens, chiefly because you are thereby 
enabled to be more useful to»them during the short 
period of your continaance on earth. Bear in 
mind that however eminent your talents and useful- 
■ ness, or however gj"eat the afFeftion of your coun- 
try may be, yoii must soon fall by the hand of 
death, and your heads be laid low in the dust. 
Seek therefore the honor that cometh from God. 
Let his fear rule in your hearts ; embrace and 
flbey the gospel of his Son, fulfil the duties of your 
respedive stations with fidelity, and then you will 
be prepared to resign your earthly honors without 
regret, and enter into possession of glory and im- 
mortality." ' 

Fellow-citizens 



Fellow-citizens «f this aasemMy# 
If, as has beea said, the real freedom of a {>eo|>tt 
■depends very niuch on th^ir chara£ter and habits, 
every member of the community by setting a good 
example may contribute to the preset vation of our 
liberty and happiness. Every man, who lives under 
th^mBueace of Christian principles} who leads % 
sober, ri^t^us and godly life, is a benefador to 
Ms country, and he shall not lose his reward. 
When all terrestrial kingdoms and states shall be 
4is^olved, and the fashion of this world sliall pass 
away, he shall be glorious in the eyes of the Loro 
his God, asid shall shine as the firmament, and as 
a star forever and ever. 
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